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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, GE 

SUBJECT: VON BERG APPEARS; DENIES RUMORS 
REF: BONN 4356 

1 . ECONOMICS PROFESSOR AND SOMETIME INNER-GERMAN 
INTERLOCUTOR VON BERG, REPORTED IN THE WEST PRESS AND 
REFTEL TO HAVE DISAPPEARED UNDER MYSTERIOUS CIRCUM- 
STANCES, APPEARED ALIVE AND WELL IN AN INTERVIEW AT 
HIS HOME WITH WEST GERMAN TELEVISION AND NEWSPAPER 
JOURNALISTS MARCH 10. HE DISMISSED THE REPORTS OF HIS 
ARREST AS COMPLETELY UNFOUNDED, CLAIMED TO BE NO 
MORE THAN A PROFESSOR AT HUMBOLDT UNIVERSITY AND 
SPECIFICALLY DENIED BEING A POLITICAL ADVISOR TO WILLI 
STOPH. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION CONCERNING HIS 
RECENT ABSENCE FROM BERLIN, VON BERG CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN 
ON A LONG BUSINESS TRIP "IN SOCIALIST COUNTRIES." 
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2. THE WEST BERLIN PRESS ALSO REPORTS THAT IN RESPONSE 
TO INQUIRIES AT THE GDR FOREIGN MINISTRY CONCERNING 
VON BERG'S ALLEDGED ARREST, MFA DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE SUBJECT. 

3. COMMENT: THE DENIALS OF THE STORIES CONCERNING 
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VON BERG'S SUPPOSED ARREST DO NOT, CERTAINLY, MEAN 
THAT IT DID NOT HAPPEN. THE VERY RAPID REACTION TO THE 
APPEARANCE OF THESE STORIES DOES INDICATE, HOWEVER, 

A VERY HIGH LEVEL OF SENSITIVITY ON THIS SUBJECT, 
PERHAPS RELATED TO VON BERG'S LINKS WITH STOPH OR HIS 
CONNECTIONS AT DER SPIEGEL. END COMMENT. BOLEN 
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